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Fire Safety Symposium
16th January 2012

We have brought together four experts with a wealth of practical experience in their fields of Fire Safety.  This is the first time our group has arranged such an event so we hope you will take full advantage of this opportunity to get the very latest information from experts.
Numbers are limited for each talk and members will be given priority booking.  For any non-members that wish to attend there will be a £20 charge payable before the event. 

A booking form is available on the website.
11:00 – 12:00 Adair Lewis – Fire Safety on Construction Sites 

Adair Lewis is a Technical Manager at the Fire Protection Association (FPA).  Prior to joining the staff of the FPA in 1987, Adair spent twenty years as a forensic scientist at the Metropolitan Police Forensic Science Laboratory, the latter ten years as Head of the Fire Investigation Unit. 

Adair’s time is now spent using his experience to reduce the incidence and impact of fire in commerce and industry.  Recognised on the Institution of Fire Engineers Register of Fire Risk Assessors, Adair provides fire risk assessments and fire related consultancy services for a wide spectrum of industrial and commercial enterprises.

Adair is the author of The Prevention and Control of Arson and co-author of Fire Risk Management in the Workplace.  He has also written various other FPA publications and edits RISC Authority risk control documents.  The latter include the Joint Code of Practice for Fire Safety on Construction Sites.

Fires on construction sites can be disruptive, costly and impact on the local community.  In order to reduce the incidence of these events, in 1992 the FPA, together with the construction industry and other bodies, produced the first edition of the Joint Code of Practice for Fire Safety on Construction Sites.  This document has been embraced by the construction industry and has been periodically updated to reflect new legislation and building practice.  The 8th edition of the Code is in final stages of drafting and is expected to be published early in 2012.  
This presentation will outline the relationship of the Code with other documents such as HSE 168 and the changes to be introduced in this new edition of the document.
12:15 – 13:15 Peter Wilkinson – Fire Strategy in New Builds 

Peter Wilkinson is an Associate Director at the Fire Protection Association.  He is a Chartered Fire Engineer and a Registered Fire Risk Assessor recognised on both the Institution of Fire Engineers and the Institute of Fire Safety Managers Register of Fire Risk Assessors.

Performance based fire safety engineering design methods have facilitated architectural design freedoms and supported creative construction.  However, it has become evident that since fire safety engineering has become more established, significant concerns have been raised regarding various elements of the design process.  This has included the ability to consider aspects other than life safety, which may result in a poorer overall response of the building to fire, whilst achieving the life safety ambition.  
This talk introduces novel concepts to assist the building design team consider their client’s resilience requirements by utilising business continuity planning methods.  Using business impact analyses within the qualitative design review will identify those processes, which are critical, and the resources needed to support those processes.  This will allow the most appropriate fire safety engineering strategy to be established.
13:45 – 14:45 Nick Coombe – Gaining Compliance
Nick Coombe is head of fire safety policy at London Fire Brigade.  He is also the Institution of Fire Engineers (IFE) lead on auditors and a member of the Fire Risk Assessment Competency Council.

Nick will be presenting on how businesses can work together with their local brigade to promote fire safety and ensure compliance, what information a business needs to be sharing with its employees, and others, affected by its operations.  In addition, he will be advising on how to recognise competency when selecting a risk assessor.  Nick will share details of some recent prosecutions under the RRO and highlight actions that could have avoided enforcement. 

15:00 – 16:00 Malcolm Tullett – Implementing Legislation
Malcolm Tullett from Risk and Safety Plus will be bringing his unique approach on fire safety to life.  As a former fire fighter, and sky diver, Malcolm is not risk averse.  In his eyes, it's about risk management.  Malcolm will lead an interactive and informative discussion on the practical side of fire protection.  
He will provide advice on evacuation plans and how to comply with the requirements of the DDA.  Also the measures to ensure that repairs and improvements do not leave you with a non-compliant building.  Malcolm will then explore the areas where legislative requirements overlap and conflict, and share his personal experiences on dealing with dual enforcement.
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