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Summary of HSC and HSE News Bulletin Releases

23rd February to 20th April 2006
 DATE 

23/02/06 Lord Hunt of Kings Heath launches “Workplace Health Connect”, a new free advisory service 

               on workplace health for Smaller Businesses. Small Businesses in England and Wales can access 

               the service via an advice line – 0845 609 6006. This will be followed by Workplace visits by 

               qualified Workplace Connect Health Advisers.

28/02/06 HSE announce that the Revised Construction (Design and Management) Regulations will be 

               implemented in Spring 2007 (postponed from 1st October 2006.)  More time is needed to get the 

               changes right.

28/02/06 HSE launches new resources for employers to help them involve workers in Health & Safety 

               Management.  Part of the new “worker involvement” website which can be viewed on HSE’s 

               website at www.hsegov.uk/involvement .
01/03/06 Lord Hunt of Kings Heath announces the 13 award winners from the third round of the 

               “Workers Safety Adviser Challenge Fund”. Details of the Winners and their projects were 

               announced at a lunch held at the Work Foundation in London.

01/03/06 HSE issues Safety Alert Warning to the Waste and Recycling Industry following Nine Reported 

               Fatalities in an eight week period. HSE are investigating each fatality.

02/03/06 HSE invite Property Developers to a free half day training event on March 20th at HSE’s 

               London Offices between 10.30am and 3pm. (e-mail:kokhab.rafi@hse.gsi.gov.uk)

10/03/06 HSE issues new Guidance on Preventing Back Pain and Other Aches and Pains with Kitchen 

               Staff.  “Preventing back pain and other aches and pains to kitchen and food service staff”  

               can be downloaded on HSE website at www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/cais24.pdf .
13/03/06 HSE confirms that New Research shows Low Risk of Exposure from Asbestos containing 

               Textured coatings.  Such coatings only contain a small amount of asbestos and research 

               recommends such coatings will no longer need a licence. Available on HSE’s website at: 

               www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/hslif200607.pdf .
13/03/06 HSE’s Chief Executive, Geoffrey Podger, sets out the challenge facing a modern regulator in 

               British Industry at the IOHS Conference.

14/03/06 HSE successfully prosecutes Henderson Services Ltd of Putney, London following the death of 

               James Grant who fell from a ladder while attempting to access a scaffold. The firm were fined 
               £18,000 with £4,296 costs at the Old Bailey on Monday 13th March 2006.

15/03/06 HSE successfully prosecute West Coast Traincare after a train Maintenance Worker’s Hand was 

               run over by a train.  The firm was fined £13,000 with £3,500 costs at Wolverhampton’s 

               Magistrate’s Court on 14th March 2006.

16/03/06 HSC Consults on Proposals for Amended Biocidal Products Regulations. Documents can be 

               downloaded at www.hse.gov.gov.uk/consult/live.htm  and proposals sent by 9th June 2006 by e mail to

               biocides.consultation@hse.gsi.gov.uk 

17/03/06 HSE’s Railway Inspectorate publishes final report into the derailment of a Central Line train on 

               25th January 2003. It can be viewed website www.hse.gov.uk/railways/chancerylane//index.htm  The 

               report concludes that formal enforcement action is not appropriate in this case. 

17/03/06 HSE successfully prosecute Pellikaan Construction Ltd of Canon Street, London following a 

               serious injury to Calum Redman, a labourer, who was buried when a floor collapsed at a Leisure 

               Centre at Royston, Herts on 13th November 2004. The firm was fined £24,000 at Stevenage 

               Magistrates Court on 15th March 2006.

21/03/06 HSE issues a caution on the miss-use of retractable type fall arresters or ‘inertia blocks’ 

               following an interim report from a research project commissioned by the HSE. The report is due 

               to be completed by the end of August 2006. 

22/03/06 HSE has issued a special Information Document for Property Owners, Managers, Landlords, 

               Car Park Operators and Local Authorities on Fatal Accidents to Children on Vertically Opening 

               Powered Rolling Doors. A recent prosecution resulted in a fine 0f £50,000 with £50,000 costs.

23/03/06 HSE successfully prosecute Total Oil Refinery Ltd. after an explosion at its refinery at North 

               Killingholme on 14th December 2005. Although none of the workers were seriously injured the 

               investigation concluded that the explosion could have been prevented. The firm was fined 

               £14,000 with £518 costs at Grimsby & Cleethorpes Magistrates Court on 21st March 2006.

24/03/06 HSE issue a call to the people of Leicester this week “Watch Out For Your Bin Man” as the 

               launch of an initiative to make householders aware of the Safety of Refuse Collectors.

24/03/06 Following the successful prosecution for manslaughter following the cockle pickers tragedy in 

               February 2004 the HSE emphasise the need for Higher Safety Standards and have commissioned 

               further work to establish what is required.   

27/03/06 HSE publish Discussion Document on the Review of Strategy for Regulating New Nuclear 

               Power Station Design.  This Document can be viewed on HSE’s website at:-  

               www.hse.gov.uk/consult/condocs/energyreview/discussion.htm  Deadline 28th April 2006.

27/03/06 HSE warns that the “Control of Noise at Work Regulations 2005” comes into force on the 6th 

               April 2006. They replace the 1989 Regulations. Copies of “Controlling Noise at Work” L108, 

               ISBN 0-7176-6164-4 price £13-95 is available from HSE Books. Also see www.hse.gov.uk/noise 

28/03/06 Lord Hunt, Minister for Health & Safety, chaired a conference at QEII Conference Centre on

               “Buying for Life – Construction in the Public Sector” to showcase best health & safety practices 

                in Public Sector Construction Procurement.

28/03/06  Research funded by the HSE says Realistic Training Helps Healthcare Staff deal with 

                Increasing Violence. Report can be viewed on www.hse.gov.uk/research/rrhtm/rr440.htm 

31/03/06  Lord Hunt, Minister for Health & Safety announces that the responsibility for Railway Health 

               & Safety passes from the HSC/HSE to the Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) on 1st April 2006.  

               Further work of the ORR on website www.rail-reg.gov.uk/ 

03/04/06 HSE has updated its information for Schools on Management of Asbestos.  Refer to HSE 

               website on www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/schools.pdf .
04/04/06 HSE seeks views on revisions to the Safety Assessment Principles for Nuclear Installations. The 

               Draft SAP’s are on HSE’s website at www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/saps/index.htm .
06/04/06 The “Offshore Installations (Safety Case) Regulations 2005” become Law today and replace the
            1992 Regulations. They can be viewed on HMSO website www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2005/20053117.htm 
06/04/06 HSC announce an Amendment to the Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 

               1999 which comes into force today.  The change is to Civil Liability provisions so as to exclude 

               the right of third parties to take legal action against employees for contraventions of their duties 

               under these regulations.

06/04/06 HSE remind employers that the “Control of Noise at Work Regulations 2005” come into force 

               today (6th April 2006).  See HSE website www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg362.pdf  for HSE Guide to the 

               Regulations. Copies also from HSE Books “Controlling Noise at Work” L108, ISBN 0-7176-
               -6164-4 price £13-95. 

19/04/06 HSE announce their continued support for the British Safety Council Awards.
19/04/06 HSE publishes the Full Offshore Health and Safety Statistics 2004/05. Can be downloaded at 

               HSE’s website at www.hse.gov.uk/offshore/statistics/hsr0405.pdf. Hard copies phone 0151 951 3236.

20/04/06 HSE successfully defends an appeal by Menzies Aviation (UK) Ltd against an Improvement 

               Notice served on them on 13th May 2005 relating to the manual handling of baggage on and off 

               aircraft at Manchester Airport. The firm will now have to comply with the Notice.
Note:  HSE Books, PO Box 1999, Sudbury, Suffolk, CO10 2WA. Tel: 01787 881165 or Fax: 01787 313995.
           HSE Books ordering on-line is at www.hsebooks.co.uk
           The above News Releases are available on HSE website www.hse.gov.uk 

           Further details from Gordon Hicks at Tel & Fax 01344 622311 or e-mail Gordon.Hicks@care4free.net 
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