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Summary of HSC/HSE News Bulletin Releases

10th January to 21st February 2006
 DATE 

10/01/06  HSC announce that they are directing HSE to investigate and report on the Buncefield fire and 

                explosion in conjunction with the Environment Agency. A joint Team of HSE/EA has started 
                its onsite investigation which will be thorough and wide ranging.   

10/01/06  HSE have carried out an opinion survey as part of its Better Business Campaign and the 

                results show that 57% of Small Businesses make New Year Resolutions but that 21% break 

                them within a fortnight and 43% within one month! The main reason is high costs!

16/01/06  HSE announce a Best Practice Conference on Rehabilitation and Managing Sickness Absence 

                among employees in Manufacturing Industries.  It will be held on 9th March 2006 in Stoke-on-

               Trent. Contact: Tracey Oliva Tel 01782 602340;  Fax 01782 602400;  tracey.oliva@hse.gsi.gov.uk 

18/01/06  HSC remind the public and businesses that the period of consultation on the possible 

                amendments to Asbestos Regulations ended on 31st January 2006. www.hse.gov.uk/consult/live.htm
20/01/06  Following an HSE and Police investigation into the death of Mark Jones and serious injuries to 

                Adam Waygood after falling from a ‘home made ‘ basket on a telehandler owned by Wayne 

                Davies of A & E Buildings the Crown Prosecution Service prosecuted Mr. Davies at Hereford

                Crown Court. Mr. Davies was given an 18 month custodial sentence. At an earlier hearing 

                Mr. Davies was found guilty of a breach of the Health and Safety at work Act 1974 Sect 2(1).

23/01/06  HSE confirms that it is to produce a report on health and safety issues for the Government’s

                Energy Review, including all possible sources of energy.

24/01/06  HSE announce a nationwide “Watch Your Step” Inspection programme focused on the 

                Construction Industry to reduce the number of slip or trip accidents. For more information see

                HSE website:  www.hse.gov.uk/construction/slips/index.htm 

27/01/06  HSE and the EEF (Manufacturer’s Organisation) today signed a ground-Breaking partnership 

                agreement to promote effective health and safety across the Manufacturing Industries. It will 

                extend across England, Wales and Scotland.  

31/01/06  Lord Hunt of Kings Heath addressing a Human Resources Director Summit underlined the cost 

                of sickness absence to the British Economy at around £12 billion per year. This makes the new 

                Combined Strategy for Health Work and Well Being extremely important.

02/02/06  HSE successfully prosecute Omni-Pac (UK) Ltd following the discovery of Asbestos Materials 

                at their South Denes Road site in Norwich in October 2003.  At Norwich Crown Court they 

                were fined a total of £50,000 with £86,000 costs on 1st February 2006.

02/02/06  Lord Hunt addressing the event ‘Patient Safety 2006’ emphasised the need to reduce accidents 

                due to slips, trips and the inevitable falls. 

02/02/06  HSE’s Chief Inspector for Construction warned that Inspectors will be visiting Construction 

                Sites as part of the “Watch your Step” initiative when he addressed the St. Pancras station   

                construction project.  

15/02/06  HSE is seeking views on Domestic Gas Safety and Lord Hunt will be launching the Review by  

          opening a stakeholder forum on Monday 20th February 2006 at HSE’s Offices (09.30am to 4.30pm)

15/02/06  Statement of Nuclear Incidents at Nuclear Installations 1st October  to 31st December 2005

                One incident reported at Sellafield – high levels of radiation during a routine operation to 

                sample highly active liquor.  Operator doses well within legal limits.

16/02/06  HSE has served two summonses on Corus UK Ltd. for breaches in Health & Safety Law at 

                their Port Talbot site in November 2001 when an explosion killed three men.

20/02/06  HSE and DTI successfully prosecute AEA Technology plc following radiation leakage during 

                the transportation of Nuclear Waste from a Leeds Hospital to Windscale, Cumbria. At Leeds 

                Crown Court today the firm was fined a total of £250,000 with £151,323 costs.  

20/02/06  HSE’s Chief Executive, Geoffrey Podger, addressing Human Resources Directors in the Police 

                Force emphasises that the main cause of sickness absence in the Public Sector is STRESS.
21/02/06  HSE issues Precautionary Advice to Fuel Depot Operators following the a progress report on 

                the Buncefield Major Incident.             

Note:  HSE Books, PO Box 1999, Sudbury, Suffolk, CO10 2WA. Tel: 01787 881165 or Fax: 01787 313995.
           HSE Books ordering on-line is at www.hsebooks.co.uk
           The above News Releases are available on HSE website www.hse.gov.uk 

           Further details from Gordon Hicks at Tel & Fax 01344 622311 or e-mail Gordon.Hicks@care4free.net 
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